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Brother Hibernians ’\(

Welcome to a brief, mid-summer edition of the newsletter. With the various schedule
changes in May/June, including the rain postponement of our golf outing and the date
changes on our monthly meetings, there were a number of items worthwhile recounting
and recognizing while we enjoy our summer break.

As just mentioned, our annual golf outing had been postponed and was reschedule for
Friday, June 20" and it was a tremendous day — check out the article and a sampling of
pictures. | can’t thank the Chairman, Scott MacMaster, the Committee and the many
volunteers who put in so much work to make the event such a success.

It's a busy summer on the AOH County and State level. The NYS Convention is
occurring this week in Rochester, and the County Convention was held in June, with a
the bi-annual elections being held. Please see the article on the outcomes. In place of
our typical history article, see the article provided by John Kelly, Division FFAI Chair,
regarding a recent RTE documentary and the importance of American involvement in
the peace process in the north of Ireland.

Finally, give the Hibernian House update a read, as it chronicles an important update to
the pub that you might have missed (if you don’t look up sometimes!). It's just another
example of the commitment of numerous individuals to keep our organization vibrant
and moving forward.

Congratulations to our extended Division family who had graduates in May / June from
various institutions from grade level through post-graduate schools. We’re all so proud
of you — good luck in the future.

Good & Welfare — Please pray for the repose of the souls of our brother Michael Halpin
and for Patricia Holland, the wife of deceased brother Daniel Holland — may they rest in
peace. Also continue to keep Kevin Haugh in your prayers (and give him a ring / shout!)
as he battles his health challenges.

We hope you’re enjoying your summer and that you and your family are healthy.

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity,

Chuck Parnow



Events — *\

Currently on the calendar:

e Friday, August 15t from 6-9pm: The Rummies (acoustic!), upstairs in the Hall
e Saturday, September 13" from 4-8pm: Half-way to St. Patrick’s in the Hall

If you want to keep up with events throughout the summer, all you have to do is check us out
online! Stay connected to everything going on at the Pearl River AOH on our website
at www.praoh.org and on Facebook at PearlRiverAOH.

AOH County/State ’\‘

In June at the regularly scheduled Rockland County AOH meeting, the bi-annual
election was held and the current slate of officers was re-elected for another term.
Congratulations to all, and thank you so much for all that you do! The County Officers
for the upcoming two years are:

President: Dermot Moore Recording Secretary: Neil Cosgrove
Vice President: Vince Tyer Marshal: John Kelly, Jr.

Financial Secretary: Cy Hughes Sentinel: Ed O’Dea

Treasurer: William Lee Chair of the Standing

Committee: Pat Withers

As mentioned in the opening letter, the NYS AOH Convention is occurring this week in
Rochester. Thanks to all those who have made the time to attend to the business of the Order.
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It was the first day of summer, and the glorious weather lived up to it with 140-
something golfers playing and even more attending the post-golf dinner. Thanks to
everyone who came out and supported this event. Again, a huge thanks to Scott
MacMaster for chairing (even as he recovered from his car accident), and thanks to the
members of the committee who began work on this before St. Patrick’s Day: Brian
Campbell, John Edwards, Dennis Madigan, Sean Mannion, Joan Moore, Kat Murphy,
and Sean Walsh. Thanks also to the many who volunteered their time the week of to
the event— you all were instrumental in making this event the success it was.

Annual Golf Outing



The outing was also a great financial success, in no small part due to the many local
businesses and individuals who supported us through various sponsorships. We
couldn’t have done it without them, and these businesses can’t succeed without our
support. Please remember and patronize our sponsors!

A small sampling of the many sponsors of our event above; putting contest below.
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Over the last many months, we have made a number of fixes and improvements to the
Pub and Hall. Some of them are relatively invisible (like updates to meet fire codes and
a smoke test of the plumbing), while others should be more obvious — see the picture:

Hibernian House

Last year, you may have noticed our sign was getting pretty weather-worn. This sign
originally went up in the 2010s with Phil Sheridan being the main driver behind it. After
the pandemic, a number of House Officers, including both Phil Lane and Pete Dunne,
were looking into the best ways to refresh it.

Sadly, none of those three got to see the final product, but hopefully, they’re smiling
down on it. A number of members took up the mantle, and Bill Boera helped drive
finding the right professionals to get it done. We owe a big thanks to The Paint Can (on
Main Street) for the meticulous mixing of paint and supplying such to us. And the beauty
of the final product is the work of B&B Auto Body who not only replicated the original
sign, but gave it a number of clear coatings so that it will last a while. And Mike Nee
made getting the sign in place a lot easier with his lift. We thank all involved — make
sure the next time you drop by, look up and admire the handiwork!



Make sure to drop by the pub throughout the summer and look for notices of any
events. The A/C is cold and the beer is colder. As previously mentioned, the monthly
drawings continue throughout the summer months, held the fourth Friday (or close to
that) each month — results posted in the pub.

Don’t forget our Advertisers and make sure to read through
to the end for our Freedom For All Ireland (FFAI) article

support our advertisers ; they support our organization
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From John F. Kelly, Jr. (FFAI Chair) The following is an article that appeared in the Belfast Telegraph, in advance
of a documentary appearing on RET, reviewing the program.

‘We were Sinn Fein’'s friends in America, the
people they could count on — until they wanted
to change their image... but I've no regrets’

AHEAD OF A NEW RTE DOCUMENTARY, SUZANNE BREEN LOOKS AT THE ROLE PLAYED BY IRISH
AMERICANS DURING THE TROUBLES

For almost two decades, he was the public face of the IRA in the US. New York lawyer Martin Galvin was regarded as so
dangerous by the authorities here that he was prohibited from entering the UK. In August 1984 he defied the ban to
appear at an anti-internment rally in west Belfast. “l was brought across the Donegal-Derry border by republicans,” he
says. “We walked miles through woodland. It was summer, but it was a cold, rainy night.”

Galvin never got to address the thousands gathered outside Connolly House in Andersonstown. Gerry Adams introduced
him on stage. As the lawyer took the microphone, the RUC moved forward, firing plastic bullets, in an attempt to arrest
him. Twenty-two-year-old Sean Downes was killed. Galvin jumped off the platform. As the RUC entered Connolly House,
he was able to escape. “I'd a black coat on underneath the white one | was wearing. | put on a cap and glasses that were
in my pockets,” he recalls. “A young woman grabbed my hand and took me to a nearby house. It was only when in the
attic there that I'd time to be afraid.”

Galvin is speaking to the Belfast Telegraph ahead of a two-part RTE documentary, Noraid: Irish America and the IRA. It
tells the story of the US citizens who raised millions of dollars for the republican movement. The lawyer, who was Noraid's
publicity director, knew he'd have to escape after addressing the rally, but nobody had anticipated the RUC would
forcefully storm the crowd, he says.

He claims that just one republican present didn't seem surprised at the turn of events. “The only person who didn't look
stunned was Denis Donaldson,” Galvin says. “He was chief steward at the rally. He was present for discussions leading up
to my appearance. I'm convinced he'd told his handlers everything.” In 2005 Donaldson admitted to being a British agent
since the 1980s. A few years after the anti-internment rally the republican movement sent him to work in New York. He
hated Galvin. “I'd clear evidence he was a traitor,” the lawyer says. “I presented it, and expected him to be investigated.
However, | was told that his credentials were impeccable, that he was beyond reproach and had the full confidence of the
Sinn Fein leadership.”

The RTE documentary interviews Noraid members in their homes and workplaces. They give their account of involvement
in an organisation which was loathed by the British and Irish governments, and the White House.

In his yellow cab, taxi driver John McDonagh says: “New York City has always been the cockpit of Irish republicanism, and
it was a great honour when they read the Proclamation at the GPO. It said 'the exiled children in America' — and you're
looking at them. “Irish Americans have been part of the conflict from the 1800s. With the split of 1969, New York went
with the Provisionals.” Galvin says Sinn Fein knew Noraid members were “their friends in America — the people they
could count on”.

Millions of dollars went to Ireland. Every American visitor could legally take over up to $10,000. The money would be
brought to the Dublin office of IRA prisoners' support group An Cumann Cabrach. Noraid held fundraisers across the US.



Limerick-born priest Fr Patrick Moloney, who worked with underprivileged youth in New York, sold raffle tickets at dinner
dances. In the documentary he jokes about wearing a big sleeved robe. If someone bought two tickets and handed him
S50, he'd say “I won't insult you by giving change”. A painting of the Last Supper by republican prisoners in Portlaoise
hangs in his home.

During the 1981 hunger strike Noraid held daily protests in New York. Children banged bin lids on the streets, and effigies
of Margaret Thatcher were burned. Michael Shanley grew up at protests: “There was never a card-carrying membership.
You showed up, you went to meetings, you participated.” He sold pro-IRA bumper stickers, posters and badges. “We
couldn't sell that stuff fast enough,” he explains.

Noraid's Irish People newspaper, which Galvin edited, had subscriptions “in every state of the Union with the exception
of Hawaii”, Shanley recalls. Brigid Brannigan says activists “changed careers to be sure they'd enough time to give to the
cause”. Galvin, whose grandfather came from Co Offaly, visited Ireland as a law student. He joined Noraid in 1976. “Queen
Elizabeth visited as the US celebrated 200 years of independence. | saw the hypocrisy of that as Ireland was denied
freedom,” he says.

“I was an assistant district attorney. | was doing really well. | won a lot of cases. At some point | was hoping to become a
criminal court judge. Becoming involved in Irish Northern Aid put a halt to that.” Galvin flew to Ireland regularly to discuss
political and media strategies with Adams and other senior republicans.

Former Sinn Fein national publicity director Danny Morrison tells the documentary that Galvin once sent over a journalist
from Playboy to interview republicans. “A lot of women in the movement weren't pleased, but it got massive publicity,”
he explains. Galvin defends his decision. “It got the Irish republican message to people far beyond the traditional audience.
Playboy had a huge reach,” he says. “It wasn't regarded as badly then as it is now. It did VIP interviews including ones with
President Carter, Yasser Arafat and Lech Walesa.”

In 1983 McDonagh rented illuminated billboards in Times Square to send Christmas messages to IRA prisoners, which
flashed across the screens every 12 minutes. He tells the documentary he'd said he was a member of an Irish Catholic
charity when booking the advertising. “They never asked me what type of charity,” he recalls. “I said | wanted to send
season's greetings to the Irish people. They never asked what type of Irish people. | didn't offer what type.” The messages
ended with UTP — Up The Provos. The company had thought it meant Up The Pope.

Hours after Bobby Sands died on hunger strike in 1981, Noraid had organised a march with demonstrators carrying a coffin
from the British consulate to UN headquarters. Weeks later a protest was held at the Metropolitan Opera House as Prince
Charles attended a gala performance of the Royal Ballet's Sleeping Beauty. Four hunger strikers' families addressed the
rally. New York Mayor Ed Koch batted off complaints about the protest. Complaints about NYPD officers' support for
republicans similarly fell on deaf ears.

Chris Byrne joined the force in 1983 and played in its pipe band, which visited Ireland the following year. When playing at
the Rose of Tralee contest in Kerry, the band decided to also join a Sinn Fein hunger strike commemoration in Bundoran.
Byrne recalls his bosses and Mayor Koch paying no heed to gardai complaints. The band's participation challenged the
negative stereotype of US-born Irish republican supporters, he argues. “Next thing you have a contingent of Kojaks coming
down the road, it was very hard to write that off,” he says. The Rev lan Paisley's claim that there was “an active service
unit in the NYPD” was “preposterous”, the former policeman says. He views the band's Bundoran visit as “a great moment
altogether” and perhaps its “proudest”.

Noraid always rejected claims the money it raised really went to the IRA. Former Provisionals interviewed in the
documentary support that denial. Gabriel Megahey was jailed for arms smuggling. “The FBI said | was the officer
commanding US and Canada,” he says. “We didn't need Irish Northern Aid money. There were people here, contractors.
If | needed money I'd go to them and get it.” Megahey discloses how IRA members took weapons over on the QE2. “You'd



be walking out the dock gate and the next thing the seams of your trousers would be busted (with) the barrels sticking
out. How we got away with it,” he adds.

John Crawley, a US Marine from Chicago who joined the IRA, says going near Noraid would have been “suicide” as its open
membership meant undercover FBI agents could join. Yet some members of the organisation were involved in gun
smuggling. Its founder, 79-year-old Michael Flannery, was charged with arms offences with four other men in 1982. They
were found not guilty. Bernadette Devlin, who appeared as a defence witness, tells the documentary “nobody in the
courtroom wanted to convict this geriatric mob sitting in front of them”.

Byrne recalls the acquittal celebrations that night at a Woodside ballroom. “A couple of jurors came up on the stage and
were saluted by the crowd. They were pumping their fists in the air, and we were all together,” he says.

From 1983 Noraid organised “fact-finding” tours to Northern Ireland. People were “billeted” with local families. Kathleen
Savage was on one trip. She was delighted to have her picture taken with Adams. The documentary shows footage of Sinn
Fein's Tom Hartley warning the visitors the RUC could arrest and hold them for up to seven days. “If they ask you for the
name of a solicitor, you must ask for Pat Finucane,” he says. “Having suitably frightened you all, I'll tell you about the
torture too!” Hartley quips.

A masked IRA man can be seen boarding one of the Noraid buses to cheers. Savage recalls that at Derry's Rossville Flats
“the lads were in full gear. | asked them could | take a photo. They said: 'Oh sure, snap away'”’. Morrison describes the
Noraid visitors as “more principled about what was happening (here) than successive Irish governments”. He argues that
Irish America generally played a significant role. “They were the sons and daughters, or grandsons and granddaughters,
of people who had suffered as a result of British policy in Ireland,” he says.

“Those people send money back, some of those people sent weapons back. It was a case of chickens coming home to
roost.”

Before the 1992 New York Democratic presidential primary, Galvin quizzed Bill Clinton about a visa for Adams. Clinton
pledged to support granting one — which he did when president — and Adams flew over in 1994. The party's direct access
to the US spelt the beginning of the end for Noraid. Friends of Sinn Fein was set up in Washington with “business people
and human rights lawyers” brought in who had no connection with the past struggle. The party could reach into “a whole
new set of money” with $10,000-a-head dinner tables in corporate America.

Galvin says: “l was told | had the wrong image. They saw me as too closely associated with support for the IRA. They
wanted to change their image. They wanted to leave Irish Northern Aid behind. | had to just accept it and stand aside.”

Megahey tells the documentary: “I always stayed friends with Martin. Martin defended me many times. He was always
there. He was always at my back. | think he was treated disgracefully.”

Morrison believes Noraid had “a fundamentalist point of view”, and Sinn Fein was moving into a “pragmatic phase” which
“not everybody was suited to... not everybody agreed with”. He adds: “It can't be a position of the tail wagging the dog.”

McDonagh says there was “no big bang moment”, the organisation “just fizzled out... we moved on with our lives”.
Galvin remains active in Irish American politics. He is now Freedom for All-Ireland chair in the Ancient Order of Hibernians.
But how does he feel about his Noraid past and the group's decommissioning? He says: “I'm an Irish republican hardliner,

I'm proud of that. I've no regrets, except that we haven't achieved a united Ireland.”

Noraid: Irish America and the IRA, appeared on RTE One, July 9 and 16 at 9.35pm



