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Welcome all to 2021! We hope you and your family have started your new year off healthily and 
happily. For those looking for the earliest signs of spring, it may be a few more weeks yet, but 
sunset is later than 5pm as of this last week, so we are headed in the right direction.   

Our next division meeting will be held virtually this Thursday, January 28 at 7:30pm. Look for an 
email in the day leading up to the meeting for a link to the meeting and instructions.   

Congratulations to Sean Walsh and the team for a successful 50/50 fundraiser, culminating with 
the drawing on December 19. See the article following on the details, but many thanks to all, 
including Neil Cosgrove and John Kelly on logistics, as well as the many members who helped 
get the word out to family and friends to sell tickets.   

Similarly, a “well done” to Pete Dunne, Larry DeGennaro and the team for a mammoth ‘family 
fund’ effort for Christmas – again, more in the Charities section.  

Also, congratulations are in order for Dermot Moore and a large team of brothers, relatives and 
friends for their Christmas Event for those with Special Needs. Special kudos to the group for 
re-imagining how to pull it off in a pandemic, and for all the heavy lifting stage it outdoors (and in 
a parking lot).   

On the “business end” of things, at our last Division meeting, elections were held, and the full 
board of Officers was re-elected for the upcoming year. It is a privilege to serve with this group, 
and none of this would get done without their efforts.  

Good & Welfare – Please pray for repose of the souls of brother Dan Callanan, brother Gene 
Flood, brother Fergus Mullany, Dorothy Boera (mother of member Bill Boera) and Elizabeth Van 
Wynen (wife and mother of members Quinton Van Wynen Sr. and Quinton Jr., respectively). 
Please also keep our law enforcement professionals and military in your prayers.  

 
As always, we pray that you and your family are healthy and safe.   
 
Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 

Chuck Parnow 

 

 

 



 

 

A Different Christmas Tradition – 

 

 

Our special needs Christmas event was conducted in the Orangetown Mighty Midgets (OMM) 
soccer parking lot. The event included lots of well spread-out ‘stops’ including Disney characters 
and Christmas decorations. Of course, it wouldn’t be complete without Santa, a fire truck and 
cups of hot chocolate.  

 
 

 

 
 

Why We Do What We Do:   One of the three pillars of our motto is “Christian Charity” and 

that is needed now more than ever. Despite the fact that our Division has been hit hard by this 
pandemic, and we all have felt the effects to different levels, our members have stepped up in 
ways that should make us all proud. In addition, through the good stewardship of our charity funds 
over the years, we have been and continue to be in a position to help those needing our help.  



 

 

In adapting to current conditions, we conducted a ‘virtual’ 50/50 drawing in the Fall, replacing the 
hugely popular Pot O’ Gold drawing and parties. Sean Walsh, Neil Cosgrove and John Kelly 
worked through new (well – new for us!) ways of exchanging money and conducting the drawing 
virtually. Sean had a core “sales team” that included Merrick Rhodes, Dennis Madigan, Quinton 
Van Wynen, Jr., Dermot & Joan Moore, Charlie Reedy and Eddie O’Dea. The three main winners 
are people you all would know (numbers were posted in the pub – and no, none of them were on 
the raffle team!). The roughly 350 tickets we sold netted over $8,500 for our Charity fund.   

At the same time, Pete Dunne, Larry DeGenarro and team once again asked us to “dig deep” for 
our grass roots ‘Family Fund’ charity where individual donations provide the elements of 
Christmas that these families would otherwise go without. Here, too, the need was never greater, 
and we served more families than any prior Christmas, spending upwards of $8,000.  

Still – there is more to do. At our November and December meetings, we voted to donate $2,000 
to local food and hunger charities – donating $1,000 to Rockland Meals on Wheels (who serves 
many of the same clientele who would have otherwise attended our Thanksgiving luncheon), $500 
to Rockland County Catholic Charities and $500 to the St. Aedan’s food pantry.  

The charities that we have always supported continue to need our help, too. As in past Christmas 
seasons, we donated $1,000 to the Freedom For All Ireland Christmas Appeal, as well as a $1,000 
donation to Camp Venture.  

It’s a job that never ends, but we would be poorer for not taking it on. Thanks to everyone – 
including so many not listed above – who make the Hibernian difference. 

 

 

                               

 

The new year has begun – “Athbhlian Faoi Mhaise Daoibh!” (Happy New Year) to all our 
Brother and Sister Hibernians. Always remember to forget the troubles that pass away but 
remember the blessings that come each day.  The LAOH are continuing to hold our monthly 
meetings both in person and virtually at the American Legion.  May God Bless everyone and 
stay safe! 

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity,  
Teresa Hartey-Adametz, President 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hibernian scholarship season is upon us. If you have a high school senior, please keep an 
eye out for details in email:  

 The state scholarship competition is now open and applications are due by 
February 26! See upcoming email from state scholarship coordinator, Dermot 
Moore (yes, that Dermot) for details.  
 

 Similarly, details of our Division scholarship competition will be released shortly.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Don’t forget our Advertisers and make sure to read through 
to the end for our Irish history article! 

 
 

 

 

 
Luigi O’Grady’s 

Deli & Catering 
 

106 N. Middletown Road, Pearl River, New York 10965 

845-735-9110 
info@luigiogradys.com • www.luigiogradys.com 

 

Store 845-652-0166 in your phone as our mobile # & text us your orders. 
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ROCKLAND MATTRESS 
Family owned for over 40 years 

 

DAN MILLER 

160 East Route 59 
Nanuet, NY 10954 
RocklandMattress.com 

Phone: 845-623-3030 
Fax: 845-623-3160 

rmattress@optimum.net 
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"Committed to Service Excellence" 
Affordable Funerals & Cremations 
Independently Owned & Operated 

 

 

Assumma-Shankey Funeral Home 
Our Family Serving Yours 

34 North Summit Street 845-735-4849 
Pearl River, NY 10965 Fax 845-735-1377 

Assummashankey@gmail.com 

AMERICAN 
LEGION 

JOHN H. SECOR POST 329 
 

30 Railroad Avenue, P.O. Box 205 
Pearl River, New York 10965 

 
Phones: "Dug Out": (845) 735-7868 

(includes Hall rentals) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  of Pearl River 
Middletown Road, Pearl River, NY 

Joanne Winous, Manager 
(845) 735-4871 

 

"Areas first Authentic Irish Pub"  

 MURTY'S PUBLICK HOUSE 
 

Restaurant & Pub 
Open 7 Days • Kitchen Open to 1:00am • Full Bar • Lunch & Dinner  

ALL sporting events via satellite on large screen TV's & 8 monitors 

(201) 391-9356 
(845) 620-7502 

Kinderkamack Rd. & Grand Ave. • Montvale, New Jersey 

www.daveyspub.com 

29 W. Central Avenue, Pearl River, NY 10965 
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CHRISTOPHER J. VERGINE 

Directors 

  Neil T. O’Sullivan, CPA / PLLC 
  38 South Main Street 

100 FRANKLIN AVENUE  Pearl River, NY 10965 

PEARL RIVER, NY 10965 TEL (845) 735-2161 T 845.735.9500 

www.wymanfisher.com FAX (845) 735-9123 E neil@neilosullivancpa.com 

 

 
Member AOH Division 3 

 

FOR 

HIBERNIAN 

HOUSE 

RENTALS 

CALL 845-731-9697 

support our advertisers ; they support our organization 



 

 

 
January History 

 

Nellie Bly   
 

 There was a time when mouse clicks and tweets did not drive reporters; they 

actually went out, sometimes at great personal peril, to find the news.  One such 

reporter and a pioneer of investigative journalism was Irish American Nellie Bly. 

Nellie Bly was born Elizabeth Cochrane on May 5, 1864 in Cochran's Mills, now 

part of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.   Her father, Michael Cochran (Elizabeth would 

add the 'e' to the last name later), was the son of an immigrant from Derry who 

has started as a laborer and had prospered to the point of buying the local mill 

after which the town was named.  Elizabeth was one of five children Michael had 

with his second wife, Mary Jane Kennedy.  Michael Cochran had ten children by 

his first wife. 

The young Elizabeth's world suddenly collapsed when her father died when she 

was six years old without leaving a will. The Court directed that his assets be sold 

and divided amongst the children of both marriages, putting her mother in 

precarious financial circumstances.  Her mother remarried, but the second 

husband was abusive, resulting in a divorce that further strained the family's 

finances, forcing Elizabeth to drop out of school where she had been studying to 

be a teacher. 

Given the experiences she had so far endured in her young life, it was little wonder that a condescending article entitled 

"What Girls are Good For" in the Pittsburgh Dispatch provoked a fiery response from young Elizabeth, who penned a letter 

to the editor dramatically signed "Lonely Orphan Girl." The editor was so impressed with the rebuttal that he ran an ad 

asking whoever wrote it to come forward and identify herself.   Meeting Elizabeth Cochrane and impressed with her spirit, 

he offered her a job.  It was customary for women reporters to write under a pseudonym; the editor suggested "Nelly 

Bly," the subject of a popular Stephen Foster song.  When it went to print, "Nelly" was accidentally changed to "Nellie" 

and stuck; Nellie Bly was born.   

Showing her spirit for adventure, Bly traveled to Mexico despite knowing no Spanish lived and lived among the Mexican 

people, sending back reports on their daily lives and customs. However, her streak as a crusader also manifested itself, 

and she soon had to flee the country before being arrested for criticizing the government of dictator Porfirio Díaz.  Her 

dispatches were later compiled into a book entitled "Six Months in Mexico."   

Despite proving herself as an investigative reporter, Bly soon found herself given nothing more than "domestic topics" to 

write on despite her protests.  One day her editor came into the newsroom to find a note from Bly stating, "I am off for 

New York. Look out for me." 

Despite being an experienced reporter, Bly found it nearly impossible to break into New York journalism.  Bly eventually 

talked her way into Joseph Pulitzer's The World newspaper offices with a proposal to do an investigative piece on New 

York City's notorious Women's Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell's Island (now Roosevelt Island) by having herself committed 

as a patient.  As events would later prove, this was a hazardous undertaking; it was later admitted that they were not clear 

on how they would get her out of the asylum at the time. 

21-YEAR OLD NELLIE BLY WHILE REPORTING 

FROM MEXICO 



 

 

Bly got into her character with a vengeance.  She practiced a "faraway expression in a mirror" and stopped practicing 

personal hygiene.   She then dressed in tattered second-hand clothes and checked herself into a boarding house for 

women, where she began looking for a non-existent trunk and ranting.  Within 24 hours, her outbursts had the 

residents calling the police in fear of their lives.  A judge remanded Bly to Bellevue Hospital's psychiatric ward, where 

the chief doctor diagnosed her as "delusional and undoubtedly insane." She was committed to Blackwood Island. 

Bly would spend ten days in the hell of Blackwood's asylum.  She would later write of spoiled food, lack of warm clothing 

and a treatment of ice-cold baths that simulated drowning.  The matrons were abusive; some were actually inmates from 

a penitentiary that shared the island, who regularly beat and choked the patients.  Even worse were prolonged periods of 

social isolation.  Bly wrote: 

 "Take a perfectly sane and healthy woman, shut her up and make her sit from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. on straight-back benches, 

do not allow her to talk or move during these hours, give her no reading and let her know nothing of the world or its doings, 

give her bad food and harsh treatment, and see how long it will take to make her insane. 

Two months would make her a mental and physical wreck." 

More concerningly, Bly found that many of the women confined at the asylum were 

sane.  One patient was a German woman whose only malady was that she had such a 

thick accent that she had been diagnosed as speaking gibberish.  Some were 

inconvenient wives whom their husbands had put away.  Ominously, Bly dropped her 

insane act once she had achieved her goal yet found "the more sanely I talked and 

acted, the crazier I was thought to be." It was clear that once a woman was 

committed, it was virtually impossible to be released. 

After ten days, the lawyers for "The World" appeared with a court order for her 

release. Bly's expose "Behind Asylum Bars," which would later form the basis of 

a book, "Ten Days in a Madhouse," became a nationwide sensation and Bly a 

national celebrity.  The attention she raised resulted in the appropriation of an 

additional one million dollars (a tremendous sum in the late 19th century) to the 

annual budget for the mentally ill-treatment in New York City. 

Bly would not be out of the public consciousness for long.  She proposed to 

Joseph Pulitzer recreating the fictional journey of Phineas Fogg in Jules Verne's 

Around the World in Eighty Days and to complete the trip in even less time.  

Pulitzer resisted sending her. He told her that her gender would make the trip 

impossible. "Very well," Bly replied, "Start the man, and I'll start the same day 

for some other newspaper and beat him." By this time, Pulitzer knew it was no idle threat and conceded. 

Bly began her trip with but a single carry-on bag. When she reached Paris, she had lunch with Jules Verne, who 

offered her his encouragement.  The public followed her daily reports with fascination as she traveled lands they 

had never heard of. When she New York, Bly was unaware that a competing paper had dispatched their own 

woman reporter in an attempt to beat her; their reporter turned out to be no competition as while she wrote 

flowery prose about scenery and sunsets, Bly reported on people and their customs.  When Bly arrived in 

California, she was behind schedule by two days due to storms in the Pacific but found that Pulitzer had 

chartered train waiting to bring her home. She arrived back in New Jersey on January 25, 1890 completing the 

trip in just over seventy-two days.  Nellie Bly was a national sensation. 

Bly continued to be a crusading reporter for several more years, but never equaled the fame of her earlier 

exploits.   She married millionaire manufacturer Robert Seaman, a man forty-two years her senior, and left 

Journalism.  Upon her husband's death, she took over his Iron Clad Manufacturing Co., which made steel 

containers.  As with all her endeavors, Bly threw all her energies behind it.  She obtained several patents in her 

BLY AS SHE APPEARED FOR HER 

JOURNEY AROUND THE WORLD IN LESS 

THAN 80 DAYS. 



 

 

own name for designing new containers.  However, as if coming full circle to her earlier life, finances proved her 

bane.  As biographer Brooke Kroeger noted, "She ran her company as a model of social welfare, replete with 

health benefits and recreational facilities. But Bly was hopeless at understanding the financial aspects of her 

business and ultimately lost everything."   

Bly briefly returned to journalism, even covering WW I from the eastern front, before succumbing to pneumonia 

at the age of 57; a representative of a type of journalism which we should seek to recapture and an Irish 

American we should always remember. 

   

 


